CHAPTER  II
liakac's appearance, dress, and personality—His imaginary world and schemes for making money—His family,, childhood, and school-days.
ACCORDING to The'ophile Gautier, herculean jollity was the most striking characteristic of the great writer, whose genius excels in sombre and often sordid tragedy. George Sand, too, speaks of Balzac's " serene soul with a smile in it" ; and this was the more remarkable, because he lived at a time when discontent and despair were considered the sign-manual of talent.
Physically Balzac was   far   from   satisfying   a
romantic ideal of  fragile and  enervated  genius.
Short   and   stout,  square   of   shoulder,  with   an
abundant mane of thick  black   hair—a  sign   of
bodily vigour—his whole person breathed intense
vitality.   Deep red lips, thick, but finely curved,
and always ready to   laugh,   attested,   like   the
ruddiness in his full  cheeks,  to  the purity and
richness of his blood.    His forehead, high, broad,
and unwrinkled, save for a line between the eyes,
and his neck, thick, round, and columnar, contrasted
in their whiteness with the colour in the rest of
the face.   His hands were large  and  dimpled—
"beautiful hands," his sister calls them.    He was
proud of them, and had a slight prejudice against
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